
BASIC BAHASA INDONESIA for sailors 
From S/V BLACK DUCK / www.blackduckatsea.com 

 

❖ FIRST LEARN 

Hello       Halo / Salam (peace) 

Goodbye (see you later)   Sampai Jumpa 

Yes      Ya 

No      Tidak 

Thank you (very much)   Terima kasih (banyak) 

You’re welcome    Sama sama 

Excuse me     Permisi 

I’m sorry     Ma’af 

 

❖ GREETINGS 

Good morning (sunrise-10am)  Selamat Pagi 

Good day (10am-4pm)   Selamat Siang 

Good afternoon (4pm-sunset)  Selamat Sore 

Good evening (after dark)   Selamat Malam 

 

❖ MANNERS 

Formal titles should always be used with people older than yourself. 

Once you know someone’s name, use it instead of Anda(you) 

Sir      Pak (short for Bapak) 

Ms/Mrs     Ibu 

How are you?     Apa Kabar? 

I am good     Baik baik 

Please (when asking for something)  Tolong 

Please (when offering something)  Selahkan 

Can I? (Sit down)    Boleh? (duduk) 

I am happy to meet you        Saya senang bertemu Anda 

 

❖ INTRODUCTION 

What is your name?    Siapa nama anda? 

My name is ___    Nama saya ___ 

Where have you come from?   Anda dari mana? 

Where are you from?              Anda berasal dari mana? 

I am from ___     Saya berasal dari ___ 

How old are you?    Berapa umur Anda? 

I am ___ years old    Umur Saya ___ tahun 

 

PRONOUNS 

In Indonesia they tend to use people’s names instead of their 

pronoun.  

I Saya 

You Kamu (inf) Anda (form) Pak (resp m.) Ibu (resp f.) 

He Dia 

She Dia 

We Kita (incl) kami (excl) 

You (pl) Kalian 

They Mereka 

 

 

❖ AROUND TOWN 

Where is the ___    ___ di mana? 

- Market     Pasar 

- ATM     ATM 
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- Restaurant    Rumah makan 

- Village     Kampung 

What time?     Jam berapa? 

Is it far / close     Apakah jauh / dekat 

Can I walk there?    Bisa Jalan kaki ke sana? 

 

How much is this?    Berapa harga ini? 

Expensive / Cheap    Mahal / Murah 

 

❖ FOOD 

Breakfast     Makan pagi 

Lunch      Makan siang 

Dinner      Makan malam 

Food / to eat     Makanan / Makan 

Drink / to drink    Minuman / Minum 

Do you have ___?    Ada ___? 

What is this?     Ap aini? 

There is no word for vegetarian and vegan and this concept is quite 

confusing to people so try saying: 

I do not eat _ (specify everything)   Saya tidak makan _ 

Without     Tanpa 

- Meat     Daging 

- Chicken    Ayam 

- Fish     Ikan 

- Egg     Telur 

- Milk / cheese    Susu / keju 

Sometimes it is easier to say what you do want: 

I only eat ___     Saya hanya makan ___ 

- Vegetables    Sayuran 

- Tofu     Tahu 

- Tempeh    Tempeh 

 

- Rice (Fried)    Nasi (Goreng) 

- Noodles    Mie 

- Vegetables with peanut sate  Gado Gado 

 
❖ MOMENTS 

Minute   Menit  Week   Mingu 
Hour   Jam  Month   Bulan 
Day   hari  Year   Tahun 
 

❖ COUNTING 
1 satu   11 sebelas 
2 dua   12 dua belas 
3 tiga   13 tiga belas 
4 empat   etc 
5 lima   20 dua puluh 
6 enam   30 tiga puluh 
7 tujuh   31 tiga pulu satu 
8 delapan   etc 
9 sembilan  
10 sepuluh   
 
100 seratus   2000 dua-ribu 
200 dua-ratus  3000 tiga-ribu 
300 tiga-ratus  1 mil sejuta 
1000 seribu   2 mil dua-juta 
41,583 empat-puluh-satu-ribu, lima-ratus delapan-puluh tiga 



❖ SAILORS VOCABULARY 

 

Boat (for ships and bigger boats) Kapal 
Dinghy     sekoci 
Small boat for rowing   Perahu 
Sail / to sail    Layar / berlayar 
Anchor     Jangkar 
Propeller    Baling 
Rope     Tali 
 
Weather    Cuaca 
Wind     Angin 
Wave     Ombak 
Current    Arus 
High tide / low tide   Air pasang / air surut 
North / south / east / west  Utara / selatan / timur / barat 
 
Diesel     Diesel (Solar/Dexlite) 
Petrol     Bensin 
Oil     Oli 
 
Sea     Laut 
Island     Pulau 
Strait     Selat 
River     Sungai 
Sand     Pasir 
Mud     Lumpur 
Coral     Karang     
Rock     Batu 
Depth     Kedalaman air 

Shallow    Dankal 
Deep     Dalam 
    
FAD (Fish Attracting Device)  Rumpon 
Jetty     Dermaga 
Mooring Buoy    Bola Moring    
Haul Out    Dok 
Repair     Perbaiki 
Broken     Rusak 
Run aground    Terkandas 
Harbour Master   Syahbandar 
 
USEFUL VERBS 

Go Pergi 

Want Mau 

Know Tahu 

Like Suka 

See Melihat 

Have Punya 



 


